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Radiation education practice for liberal arts students
to deepen their understanding of the connection
between nuclear power plants and nuclear weapons

— Thinking about the reality and future of nuclear deterrence in the world
from learning about the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident —

Nobukazu KIRIYAMA

From the standpoint of physics education, there is the question of how to deepen the
understanding of the connection between nuclear power plants and nuclear weapons. The
following practices were carried out in the science subjects in charge. After explaining the
physics of nuclear weapons and the history of nuclear weapons development up to the present
day, students will organize their opinions on the idea of nuclear deterrence. “Students first
think about why nuclear deterrence is needed, which gives them a” realism “in their
impressions and what they say to their children, and makes peace theory less ideal.” It was
determined that the educational hypothesis mentioned above could hold. The content of
“reality” was as follows. The students asked what the state of peace was. From the analysis of
the text, the concepts of “global stability by nuclear deterrence” and “what is true peace” could
be extracted. The results also show that students recognize the issues of nuclear deterrence and

peace as their own issues.
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