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A Tentative of Comprehensive Interpretation of
‘Ten Nights with Dreams’ by Soseki Natsume

——Centering around‘ The First Night’

Takashi GOMIBUCHI Haruo MAGARI

This is comprehensive analysis of ‘Ten Night with Dreams’ by Soseki Natsume using the
methods of analytic psychology.

First, we interpreted “the First Night “ which is considered as significant as ‘the Third Night’
is anima archetype.Next, we discussed the similarity between the female figure in ‘The First
Night’ and the image of Beatrice in ‘La Divina Commedia’ by Dante Alighieri.

Then, after interpreting each one of other stories of ‘Ten Nights with Dreams’,the
comprehensive analysis of these stories is discussed. In short, except for ‘the Eight Night’,the
motifs of death or those related to death appear repeatedly. However, the nuances of each story
are quite different and it is hard find a consistent theme that clearly exists throughout these
episodes.

We propose a kind spatial model in which ‘the First Night’and‘the Third Night’are located
at the top and the bottom respectively, and the Self is at the center. Other episodes of*Ten
Nights with Dreams’are, so to speak, randomly located on this spherical surface.

We also suggested that, in order to understand the whole of ‘Ten Nights with Dreams’,it is
necessary to understand and explore what is called ‘Self” as well as factual and reductive

interpretation.
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