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Movement and it’s Diversity of
African Traditionalists of Yoruban Religious Practitioners
in Cuba

INOUE Daisuke

Abstract

This article aims to analyze the Regla de Ocha-Ifa as an Afro-Cuban Religion
in Cuba, focusing it in 2 groups: (U Organization based on the National Culture and
(2 African Revivalism movements.

Regla de Ocha-Ifa is a popular religion developed through the slave trade in the
Atlantic. It was the religion rooted in the Yoruba Culture that spread the current
Nigeria and its neighboring regions, and developed in Cuba, fusing with Catholicism
and spiritualism.

In the recent Cuba, however, it is apparent that this religion has become more
systematized and thus, their practice has seen modification being made, due to the
country’s political and social changes.

As the main theme of this article, it is important to note that the historic Afro-
Cuban practice has resulted in a conflict between the Cuban traditionalists and the
African traditionalists, as they become more systematized because of political, social
and cultural transformation Cuba is currently undergoing.

Keyword: Yoruban Religion, Regla de Ocha-Ifa, Cuba, Popular Culture, Globalization,
Community of Practice



