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Transition of the Education for the Intellectually Disabled

after World War II and Discussion from Soka Education

—Education of Seicho Special Support School and Special Needs

Education in the Future—

Toshihisa YAMAUCHI, Yasunori KATO

Seicho Special Support School is an experimental school of education for the intellectually
disabled established in 1947 before the system of “Yogo school” (school for handicapped
children) started in Japan. Since its foundation, it has been a central school in charge of
secondary education in the special needs education.

In this article, we outline the major trends in the legislation from the end of WWII to
the implementation of compulsory system of Yogo schools in 1974. Then we look back on
the history of the open admission of all applicants at Seicho Middle School and Seicho
Yogo School, the predecessors of Seicho Special School, and examine the transition of its
philosophy and teaching methods. As a result, we feel certain that the tide toward inclusive
education as well as its legislation has always lain beneath the education for the intellectually
disabled in Japan after WWII.

The authors consider that the idea of making special education into lifelong education is
important beyond the special needs education in the future. As implied by the words “Special
needs education is not special”, we think it necessary to see the special needs education in the
future from the viewpoint of human education bearing in mind the words like “human”, “human

9« 9

rights”, “continuity”, “happiness” and so on, not the keywords like “disability”, “disabled
person”, “support” and so forth. To that effect, we make an attempt to look at special needs
education through the thought of Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the author of “The Theory of Value-

Creating Pedagogy” and the founder of the philosophy of Soka University.
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