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Abstract

Most Japanese university departments
traditionally have required students to
conduct one-year Sotsugyo-kenkyu (literary:
research for graduation) in the senior year.

Professors regard this research as a crucial
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part of higher education: an opportunity for
students to conduct cutting-edge research
overseen by a supervisor. Professors also
believe that it contributes to the moral
development of students’ character and to fit
into Japanese society. However, several
factors make the operation of this traditional
research system difficult. Excessive subdivi-
sion of disciplines and universal access to
higher education, professors’ insistence on
academic accomplishments at the expense of
students’ independence of mind, and the
present grade evaluation system of under-
graduate research which depends on the
decision of a single professor do not assure
quality in education. This paper investigates
the problems of undergraduate research and
proposes three basic improvements: (i) to
establish a clear criterion of evaluation, (ii) to
introduce project-based learning to raise
students’ independence of mind, and (iii) to
give students opportunity to experience
cross-disciplinary research. The successful
implementation of this reform plan will
result in increasing the quality of educa-

tion.
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