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The experimental study on the actual status of biting
behavior in babies and little children and the methods
of nursery teachers response

Yukiko Hosoda (Daiichi Gakuin College) ,
Daiki Toda (Faculty of Education Soka University) ,

Hiroko Ujiie (Kokusai Gakuin Saitama Junior College lecturer)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to obtain basic data that can be summarized as knowledge to
improve childcare practices by discovering the age and causes, current frequency of biting
behavior in children, as well as the ways that nursery teachers respond to biting. The results
of Survey 1 reveal no overall increase in biting frequency, but an increased tendency to bite
at a younger age. We also found that among one- and two-year-olds, the same children bite
repeatedly, and this tendency is particularly strong in one-year-olds. Survey 2 revealed that
biting peaks at roughly 18 to 28 months of age, and that most biting occurs during times that
involve morning childcare during the day. We also found that when bitten, nursery teachers
ask both one- and two-year-olds why they bit in about the same manner, and respond by

admonishing the child that biting is inappropriate.

Keywords : babies and little children, biting behavior, the methods of nursery teachers



