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Not long after the commencement of my attendance on this lady, she

had bid me do something respecting my work, which in a little while



197 A Y I DOBALHE 43

after, she asked me if I had done, when I replied Yes - but this was not
true.
At this awful point, in my early history, the spirit of God moved in

power through my conscience, and told me I was a wretched sinner.3)
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.. the Lord enabled me to draw nigh to him, and to his mercy seat ..
there appeared a form of fire, about the size of a man’s hand, as I was
on my knees; at the same moment there appeared to the eyes of faith, a
man robed in a white garment, from the shoulders down to the feet;
from him a voice proceeded, saying: “Thou shalt never return from the
cross.” Since that time I had never doubted, but believe that god will

keep me until the day of redemption.5)
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.. my prayer was daily for the Lord to asure me of the forgineness of
my sins; and I at length proved the verification of the promise, “They
that seek shall find” [Luke 11:9] ; for, one evening, whilst singing one of
the songs of Zion, I distinctly saw the Lord Jesus approached me with
open arms, and a most divine and heavenly smile upon his countenance.
As He advanced towards me, I felt that his very looks spoke, and said,
“Thy prayer is accepted, I own thy name.” From that day to the present
I have never entertained a doubt of the manifestation of his love to my

soul.6)
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As I was milking the cow and singing, I turned my head, and saw a tall
figure approaching, who came and stood by me. He had long hair, which

parted in the front and came down on his shoulders; he wore a long
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white robe down on his feet; and as he stood with open arms smiled

upon me, he disappeared.”)
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.. while engage in fervent prayer, the same supernatural presence came
to me once more, took me by the hand.. He then lead me.. till we came
to the place where was great quantity of water, which was silver.. My
hand was given to Christ, who led me into the water and stripped me of
my clothing, which at once vanished from sight. Christ then appeared to
wash me, the water feeling quite warm.. Then God the Father said to
me, “You are now prepared, and must go where I have command

You_”IO)
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For as unseemly as it may appear now-a-days for a woman to preach, it
should be remembered that nothing is impossible with God. And why
should it be thought impossible, heterodox, or improper for a woman to

preach? seeing the Saviour died for the woman as well as for the man.12)
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Our dear ministers stood gazing and listening with wonder and
astonishment; and the tears flowed abundantly down their cheeks while
they witnessed the wonderful works of God. After I had finished my
exhortation, I sat down and closed my eyes; and there appeared the
light shining round about me as well as within me, above the brightness
of the sun; and out of that light, the same identical voice which had
spoken to-me on the bed of sickness many months before, spoke again
to me on the camp ground, and said, “Now thou knowest the will of God
concerning thee; thou must preach the gospel; and thou must travel far

and wide.”13
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I had never asked for his pulpit, but had told him and others,
repeatedly, that I did not care where I stood—any corner of the hall
would do. To which Mr. Beman had answered: “You cannot have any
place in the hall.” Then I said: “I’ll preach in a private house.” He -

answered me: “No, not in this place; I am stationed over all Boston.”15
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My letter was slightingly noticed, and then thrown under the table.
Why should they notice it? It was only the grievance of a woman, and
there was no justice meted out to woman in those days. Even ministers
of Christ did not feel that woman had any rights which they were

bound to respect.16)
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