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The Background of Hokusai and Hiroshige's Masterpieces

The Background of Hokusai and Hiroshige’s Masterpieces

Mitsuru KOYAMA

This paper is about the background of the Fugaku Sanjurokkei (Thirty-six Scenes of Mount Fuji)
by Katsushika Hokusai and the Tokaido Gojusantsugi (Fifty-three Stations of the Tokaido Highway)
by Utagawa Hiroshige.

The S0 yea.ls of Hokusai’s life can be divided into five periods, four periods of 20 years followed
by the last 10 years.

His best Work, Thirty-six Scenes of Mount Fuji, is characterized by the foliowing three points :

1) New ideas resulting in new techniques
2) Representation of real scenes
3) Belief in Nichiren Buddhism

We can also divide the 62 years of Hiroshige's Life in five periods. Fwst two periods before he
reached the age of 30, then three more periods.

Hiroshige’s best work, Fifty-three Stations of the Tokaido Highway, can be characterized by the
following three points :

1) It is based on real scenes
2) The behavior of people is represented with a lot of humor
3) The artist expresses his ideas free of interference from the government 7

The two masterpicces mentioned above were ereated during the same period. Hokusai and Hiro-
shige tried to produce even better art. but they were unable to do so. The reason is that the pressure
from the government (Edo Bakufu) was so strong that they could not create finer works than these
twWo.



