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Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic

English |23} % tentativeness 2 3" Byf)Ei »
eIz oWnT

A AT

1 4 v 27 27+ — FRFEMWIF I 2014 412 Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of
Academic English (OLDAE) % WL L 720 BIAE. 3EFE#E 2B v T, English for
Academic Purposes (EAP) DSEZEH S, #ih% Bk L L W B0 kB~
¥ L, o103, TR LS, RO RFETHRA 2 HASGEZ v
THREND LS HRoTWVDE I NS, FHEFHR, EFFTR—1—2HLZ
LEREREND, OLDAEZ, ZD XD %7 a—SVIRICB T 2%#ED=—X
WIB R B MRS N7l 2l THh b L vz X 9o

F v 7 A7 4 — FRFWBROFEF LRI & v 213, Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary (OALD) 3 & { FIHNT W%, OALD 59K (20154F OALD 9) %\
R E T HEREDL XIVIE. upper-intermediate * H advanced L X )V (CEFR Tid.
B27*H C2 L \JV), OLDAEZ. intermediate * & advanced L ~N\)V (CEFR Tid. Bl
MPHC2LNV)TH Y, OLDAEDIZ) X DIFEVERAZZWNHELTHD,"

ARTIE, 3. 1) OLDAE D EREEBICOVTRTW L o WIZ, )T HF3I v
794 T 4 ¥ 7L tentativeness & KT F-EDO—DTdH 2B G HEME K
D, ZhSDOYBEIEICOWTOLDAE & OALDY Dt % g3 %, 2L T, 3) kK

) FPEHEDOLRVIZDODWTIE, F v 7 A7 4 — FREMIUR O Oxford 2015 ELT Catalogue 73%%
b, A BZIZX %L, BlZIE, intermediate L )V 1 STEP 3422 %%, upper-intermediate
LARVIZHE T8, advanced L RWIZ T LE o T D, 72720, ZOMREHEIEIF v 7 27 4 —
FRZEMBAME O OTH Y . OO EEL LT LE KL TWEDIFTIEAR V.
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BELAA 74 TAE =A== ZZHH LT, A - &R L ARFF 0%
BB CHIBF OB R ) B3 o9 E) PITOWTRET 5.
2 OLDAE ® % 78 — 2 1%, [ & ¥ 13, ‘the only learner’s dictionary to focus
exclusively on academic English’ Td % & il SN T W5, F 3. OLDAE Dk
FTHFEICDOWT, OALDY L IR L TA X 9o TNENDOIEE (M) - 7RI,
OALD9 %%185,000 T % D%t LTy OLDAE1X22,000 Td V) . OLDAE DINFHEL
B OALDIDB L Z 83D 1 TH Do TNIE, OALD9 & R72 )| OLDAE H*EAfi iy
B RERIIK > THRLTVEZ2DTHA ), H(HHDERIHH S
TW2ifiiE. 04LD9133,0005 T\ OLDAEZ2,30055Tdh %o

OLDAE DUk % 35 (1)) RERIZOVTEH L RTA L S OLDAE (p. v)IZ
X % &, academic vocabulary i3 KE K 32D AT T =il b L5 T
W5, 121, “subtechnical” or “general academic” vocabulary’ T, 2D H 7 TV —
Wi, Byl A HEOD 0% FET LR, the, and. because. for. about &\ -
TBEREEE T E N b, 2D HIX. ‘specialist subject vocabulary’ T M5 ¥IZ X -
ThA G D Y . FREPEFELFRZFEEVICED LT, Ththoy
ML SN2 HEMNREHETH Do OLDAERF & LTH) DIk, kO
3OHOATI) —ITRT B TH L, Zhid, Lilo22o0h 7T —0h
I ALIE$ % ‘general academic vocabulary’ Th b, 2 F ), A5 2Bz TH
wHh, —BEFHETHHCENDEN, THTFIv 7 T4 74 ¥ 7 TR, —iRKER
EHCONTT R D, HEHVIE, EHBIFCE o THY SN 8 7% 5 kGt
DZETHb, PlZiE, address (verb) D 15%1%. OALD9 TlX. ‘to write on an
envelope, etc. the name and address of the person, company, etc. that you are sending it to
by mail’& V9 HF ARG CTULEE SNDEKRTH 5 D3 LT, OLDAE TliE. ‘to
think about a problem or a situation and decide how you are going to deal with it” T
D, COERIE, FMMBUMTLYLELINDE VL) (ZOOLDAEDH
135X, OALD9 T3, address (verh) THIRINTWVDE58HD I B, HESHTH D).
OLDAEIZIX, ¥HENINLOELEYNMHEHNTEL2 L), aur—Ya vy
R — F8% — V2OV TOFERR. “usage in academic English’ 12D\ T4 % 4
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TORY 7 ABFREINT VD, 2F 0, RELLTWili% 9 Which Word? (25
JHH e.g. actual/current/present/actually/currently/presently/at present, I 3 v 7 f&
DFEOLY P =Ry 7 A, LUTEE), MEGEZ ) 29w EEH %
% 9 Grammar Point (1535 H e.g. can'/cannot/able/unable). L7z EHE % b DOF
DT D Thesaurus (42T H e.g. argue/assert/claim/contend/maintain), = LT, 7
HTFIV I ITATA YT THRLDOMA & F kR BT DV T o Language Bank (39
JHH e.g. about® — Saying what a text is about) & V3> 72 R v 7 AT HR TV D
(OLDAE pp. xi-xii \2&XR v 7 ZD 1) A MMBik),

OLDAE DY &aEREZ. 8,500 )17t @ the Oxford Corpus of Academic English (OCAE)
DHFIIEDCT WD, O —=8F, RFEFRFPEN OBRE, Al %
EMP BT — ORI ST, physical sciences. life sciences. social sciences. arts
and humanities D K & < 4D DEM 3 IFIT b 72 55D 5T Wb, OLDAE
i3 ¥ 5 12, the Academic Word List (AWL) (Coxhead, 2000)” % Academic Keyword
List (Paquot, 2010) %z & D MR HMNFED ZEIT L TV b. AWL 2 5 DT,
S LRI OWEHAN SN T WD, DX ) IZOLDAEZ. kA %o E
DFBR B D X 5 [ ERER O 2 3 A TIZ W 55, OLDAE (p. R22)12%
BREINTVDE EHIT, FHHBIZI - T, S hbilineeimOEN3R %Y.
TRTCOZEMFRO DO FBEERZ 1ODOY A MIT 5 LIidHd THEETDH
bo L7ehoT, COMBITHNRL X9 &, OLDAEX, I —/SZOCAEIZHET &,
L1 RL @ physical sciences. life sciences. social sciences, arts and humanities ® 42 @
FWTEOI2DO, ZNEN200-4005ED4DD Y X T+ ZA)ED CD-ROMIZH &
DTWbo ZEF T, 420ZMBMOBMOSODHGHEEZBIFTA LI,

physical sciences
absolute (adjective) absorb (verb) absorption (noun) addition (noun) agent (noun)

life sciences

2) AWLIZDWTIE, OLDAE (p. R22)® 7 = 7% 4 I www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/averil-coxhead.aspx
EZMOZ L,
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absence (noun) abuse (noun) acid (noun) activate (verb) activation (noun)
social sciences

absence (noun) act (noun) actor (noun) address (verb) adopt (verb)

arts and humanities

absence (noun) academic (adjective) act (noun) address (verb) adopt (verb)

OLDAE DYFEE3 R EMHE LT, FERITT =325 5D 5,000 D554 D H
PHERENTVWEIETHD, SROOMBIE. T— 29 LEEHWESND
DY BB, FHREZEODIZ, = RZOHBICTEIMRE SN2 Db H b, v
FRICLTH, AfrEhEhoidokdb il aar—3 g v RiliEE &
IO ICHROT AR ENR TV,

ELITHIRE VDL, OLDAE X, FREFHOFHRBHEDOALL T, TAT Iy
754 FAYTDAFNOMLEDIZDIT, HEKIT48 X — Y O Oxford Academic
Writing Tutor (AWT) & LTy BkA I BIF 2 v A4 HBIHIZER. D
HEWE. FRORERTE. A5 4V, K% SRR SO wToFiE
BRLTVWDEZETH B,

3 KRBT THAFIV I 54 T4 v ZIC0EL SN 5 tentativeness & F2 3 K
HoH b, WBEICHEEZRKY . OLDAE Dk % 530 L TA72\e OLDAEIZIZ,
THTFIV I ITAT 4 ¥ TIZBIT 5 ‘tentative language” D D T IO W T
UTFo Lo TBY, Bl LTHEE D could, may, might 25%F S
Twdo?

In academic writing, it is important to use tentative language when making claims.

This does not mean you are uncertain about your claims, but shows you are aware that

3) OLDAE (p. AWT3) &+ could\ may. might YA} @ “tentative language’ ® B & L CT. %@l O
possible LT E D suggest & FF B & & H T, hedge ® T ¥ Y — D, Hedging language {22\ T
@ Language Bank R v 7 A2 B L H %, & HIZ. p.R12D Modal verbs DFEH O HITId, ‘being
tentative’ & L"Cy cany coulds may Z3# WL THY, T TIE can DRI N, might 3RS
Tk,
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claims are based on limited data. You can do this by using hedging language:

Modal verbs such as could, may and might:

These results could indicate . . .

Teamwork may be associated with better performance in the workplace.

(p. AWT3)

3.1 22T, 32008 BE could, may, might\ZIEHZ L. Zh S OBEHE O
OLDAE & OALD9D LY V) —HDEFRLPIXZ B L TAHA L Ho

3.1.1 could
Table 1 Could & OLDAE & OALD9 M 5g 3% & B3

OLDAE

OALDY

FEFE LB

FEFE LB

—

used to show that sth is, was or might be
possible: On several points, the analysis
could have gone deeper./Figure 16.4
relates to the population in Wales, but a
similar graph could be constructed for
Scotland, England or Ireland./ ~ easily
There may be changes that could easily be
made to existing services./ ~ always The
town was impossible to besiege by land,
as supplies could always be brought in by
boat.

used as the past tense of ‘can’: She said
that she couldn’t come./I couldn’t hear
what they were saying./Sorry, I couldn’t
get any more.

used to ask if you can do sth: Could I use
your phone, please?/Could we stop by
next week?

used to politely ask sb to do sth for you:
Could you babysit for us on Friday?

used as the past tense of ‘can’: British
industry could not supply the extra
production and so goods had to be
imported./He could speak English,
French, Dutch, Danish and Portuguese.

used to show sth is or might be possible:
I could do it now, if you like./Don’t worry
—they could have just forgotten to call./
You couldn’t have left it on the bus, could
you?/'Have some more cake.” ‘Oh, 1
couldn’t, thank you (= 1'm too full).”

used to politely ask sb to do sth for you:
Could we have a meeting sometime this

week?

used to suggest sth: We could write a
letter to the director./You could always try
his home number.

used to show that you are annoyed that
sb did not do sth: They could have let me
know they were going to be late!

(informal) used to emphasize how strongly
you want to express your feelings: I°’m so

fed up I could scream!
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OLDAE & OALD9 @ could D 5E 3% & B L % Yk § % & OLDAE D3 FKIZH L
Ty OALD9 TIZ7HR MBI N THB Y, 04ALDIIZIE, $7FED X 9 1T " informal’
THELEBRENTV S, JEHTXEIX. OLDAE Tid. tentativeness X hedge &
B4R 3 % ‘possibility’ DFERAH 1 K E LTH RSN TWDE I ETH D, 04LD9
T CORBRIBEIRTH D, EHI1T, PIXERTAL L, EH L0
SCAEXDOMHFIABMEN TV 225, OLDAE D H DIZNHEDFEMI. 2D VIET
AFI v 7 BRYHTOMMEZE LD TH LD LT, 0ALDI DI
E HEEGEOBHCHEH SN bR, KFEWNEHEIN% . could DG
L ENTWD, OLDAETIZ, could® T > k) —H1iZ, academic English &
general English DWW IZOWT, il ‘The short form couldn’t is best avoided
in academic writing, unless you are quoting or deliberately using a less formal style’ % 8
WL, 7AFIv 27474 7 TlE BMEEZ NG L 2T 5 &) ERE
RLTw5,
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3.1.2 may

Table 2 May 9 OLDAE & OALD 9 D 3g 3 & 13C

OLDAE

OALD9

T LI

JE % & BT

p—

used to say that sth is possible: Free trade
may lead to a deterioration of labour
conditions in developed countries. / The
patient may have developed an ulcer. / ~
well However, after 10 or 20 minutes this
action may well be too late and the patient
may be unable to swallow. / ~ easily
Children and teens who never express
anger may easily go unnoticed.

used to say that sth is possible: That may
or may not be true./He may have (=
perhaps he has) missed his train./They
may well win. / There is a range of
programs on the market which may be
described as design aids.

used when admitting that sth is true before
introducing another point or argument:
She may have been old-fashioned in
her approach, but she was an excellent
teacher. / The findings suggest that
confidence in the health service has been
undermined less than may at first appear.

used when admitting that sth is true before
introducing another point, argument,
etc: He may be a good father but he’s a
terrible husband.

(formal) used to ask for or give permission:
May I come in?/You may come in if you
wish.

used to say that sth is allowed; used to ask
for or give permission: A representative
of the Europian Commission may attend
meetings but may not vote.

(formal) used as a polite way of making a
comment, asking a question, etc: You look
lovely, if I may say so. / May I ask why
you took that decision? / If I may just add
one thing . . .

used to express wishes and hopes: May we
wish you success and happiness in your
nursing career.

(formal) used to express wishes and
hopes: May she rest in peace./Business
has been thriving in the past year. Long
may it continue to do so.

(8

(formal) used to say what the purpose of
sth is: There is a need for more resources
so that all children may have a decent
education.

OLDAE ¥ OALD9 & % (245 13813, “possibility’ (22T DEMTH B0 04ALDY
HIZDSH 6K F T formal’ OFFHIERLIMN STV 225, OALDI D can' O
I MY —®WHICH WORD? &R v 7 ZA®Ftih. ‘Can and cannot (or can’t) are the

most common words used for asking for, giving or refusing permission. . . . May (negative

may not) is used as a polite and fairly formal way to ask for or give permission . . ."%* &
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L5 EIC, FWERDZVG R0 EDLAITIE. candiikd X LW
S, mayld T T, BRIE 57K TH 5. OLDAE DEELDFILITH LT,
OALD9 Tld. BHhAEOMBILESND,

3.1.3 might
Table 3 Might ® OLDAE & OALD9 @ % 3% & B3

OLDAE

OALD9

S &I

T & B

used when showing that sth is or was
possible: Much popular culture is part of
what might be considered global culture.
/ The next great earthquake to affect Asia
might well be inland, perhaps along the
Himalayas./Yet, although the writers
might reject any influence of feminist
writing, their texts seem to reveal the
opposite./These names might have been in

Shakespeare’s mind as he was writing.

used as the past tense of may when
reporting what sb has said: He said he
might come tomorrow.

2

used when showing that sth is or was
possible: He might get there in time, but
I can’t be sure./I know Vicky doesn’t like
the job, but I mightn’t find it too bad./The
pills might have helped him, if only he’d
taken them regularly./He might say that
now (= it is true that he does), but he can
soon change his mind.

used to make a polite suggestion: You
might try calling the help desk./I thought
we might go to the zoo on Saturday.

(BrE) used to ask permission politely:
Might I use your phone?/If I might just
say something. . .

(formal) used to ask for information: How
might the plans be improved upon?/And
who might she be?

used to show that you are annoyed about
sth that sb could do or could have done:
I think you might at least offer to help!/
Honestly, you might have told me!

used to say that you are not surprised by
sth: [ might have guessed it was you!

used to emphasize that an important point
has been made: ‘And where is the money
coming from?> ‘You might well ask!’
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OLDAE . tentativeness \ZBH4R3 % “possibility” R T HKDOAZHIRL TV 5,
OALDY X DFEMRZE KD I B, HF2RITHIWML T2, HIXONFIE, R,
OALD9 GG LEEM LR MBIAZE L. BIIC & o> TRBVEE OJHEE b HH S h
TWwab,

OLDAE @ might ® T. > 1Y) —{Z1%. Grammar Point ® K v 7 A5 O . BBl
might, could, mayZ > \» “C, ‘These modal verbs [ might, could and may ] are each

used to talk about present or future possibility ... * & W) FRBA R I N TV 5,

3.2 WhEhE could, may, might |22\ T OLDAE & OALD9 D 3% & M % ki L
T3, academic English Z % ) OLDAE & general English & academic English ® T J5
% Hedafii 2. 72 OALD9 & DR D@ DSFEIZ 5 A %0 & HIT. 32D BFE O
HBI2 5 OLDAEDI NI - # &R, HRRHEO BN NG Y AR ZK L
THBIZEBRL TV Z L2350 %,

L2LBAES, TATI VI IA4 T4 ¥ 724 EL SN 5 tentativeness X°
hedge IZ DWW T DIEFL A, By could, may, might D= ¥ M) —HiZH dbh
. FRAHZ X VRO TR B WZES ) D S DI, T2 TALUZEEM L.
tentativeness X hedge % 2§ By B) A O MM, AT - #SF 20508 & HARRE
FOFBOMTECHPLONLZODIEL ) pl ) ZEThHbo HATETIE, I —
RAZHCT, PREFICB T 2 EEOHEZ R L Thiv,

4 TZTiE. 4 ¥ A¥{E T — 3 X the British National Corpus (BNC)? & 7 2 1)
# Yeil 2 — 3 A the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)” % T,
AFYREFEE T A AEEZN TN - B2 L ARR 2 ORES
EOT7— 5 DM, BB OBEDE DD B D L) POV THET %o

4) AFiTl&. The CQP-Edition of BNCweb % fli/flo BNCIZHE SR LIELSEL O LB L1
DT — A TH Do Available at http:/bneweb.lancs.ac.uk/ (accessed 19 April 2015).

5) COCA X, 20154E5 H OB Ty 19904E 0 H20124EF TOHESSHEFH L SR 2L D24
WS THHEZMRAEE=Y =T =N ATH b, WEDT v 77— Mid, 20124E6 H TDH %,
Available at http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ (accessed 28 April 2015).
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BNC Tld, academic 77— 25, AN - #HE&F# D5 TdH 5. humanities,
politics/law /education. social & behavioural sciences D32 D ¥ 7 I — )X 2 D
12,846,892 %, H#kFH44 #7113, medicine. natural sciences. technology computing
engineering M 3D D7 I — 3N A D 3,246,862 5k % M L72s COCAE, ¥7a—
/¥ Z academic 77— % D) B ST DO AW 72 4,256,632 5 BRAVL . AT - AR
@ 53 ¥ 1%, education. geography/social sciences history. humanities. law/political
science. philosophy/religion ® 62 D ¥ 7 I — ¥ A D 65,135,730 55 HIRFH=IE.
medicine. science/technology ® 22 M%7 I —/3 2 20,775,800 i & 501 L 72,6

ARETUE 30 OB B i) could, may. might \(ZHE % H T Tw b2, BNCE
COCA % i\ Biber et al. (1999: 483) D 92 ® ‘central modal auxiliary verbs’s 2 % 1) |
can, could, may. might, shall, should, will, would, must D $iJE % £%# F TIZ
WAL 720 NS 9D DWBF OB, ZNENOG T WD e AX-
R L ARBEO B OB OBEICHBEDVH DM L) PRET L7290
12, log-likelihood tests & V72,

4.1 BNC & COCA DMFRAEI % Tables 4-512F L 72 T—NAGHOHER, 9
DOYBIFETRTIIBWT, AX - HafEE AR O3B OMICA BEIR
5N b, BNC D can, may, COCA D can, may. will DAY D § T o By )i o 5
BElE. A - AEAFHES I OT ) A5 ARSI LD SARICHV. BB
WEDF v F 7% W5 L, BNCOAS « thZFHA5E TR 1 can, 250 will,
30 may. HRFHEGE T 1 can, 267 may. 3Miwill TH Y. W5 E
W W BE may A3 AL 3RS A 5 T B o BB could & might 133 o> 57 8p
b could D355 6 hiy might D3 8L TH %o COCA Tldy A - #L&FH245 % Tid.
1 cany 20 would, 3fLwill, BERFF A5 CTlE. 147 cany 260 will, 3fLmay T
Hbo N ARG TIE. may ZEE 4407, could & might T WTNOHEFTH,
TNENESN L ESMTH %,

32 O W B & could, may. might \ZiEH L TH& & 9o BNC, COCA & b 12,
could & might 1Z. N3« #E S5 IITHB W THREITH A W (BNC Tl
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could & might & H 12, p <0.0001. COCA Ti. could %% p <0.01. might 2% p < 0.0001)o
—7i. mayld, BNC. COCA & HIZ, HARADHIIB T 2HEDIT ) BSAL -
AR EGTFICBTAHEL D BAREICHE W (BNC, COCA & H1Zp <0.0001).
BBERRD? O, HRRZSHOIE )25 A - #HaF#55H L0 b, filicky
WFEED D2 Z AN SN D, LT A - FARESY TR BiBhE o
LW could R might &\ 2 Z L2 X D HRFHEGEFX D b BiE & 88T 2 1S
HDHEVZDEDTREENWED D D

Table 4 BNC_Academic Bh#hii] A - #h&FHEvs HRFHS

A3C - R | HRFE

RF RF LL p-value
can/cannot/can’t 35672 10311 -140.62 | <0.0001
could/could not/couldn’t 15058 2799 238.77| <0.0001
may/may not/mayn’t 27138 8997 -474.72 1 <0.0001
might/might not/mightn’t 10009 1472 429.39 | <0.0001
shall/shall not/shan’t 3676 466 234.84 | <0.0001
should/should not/shouldn’t 16484 3336 143.8 | <0.0001
will/'11/will not/won't 28568 5725 270.17| <0.0001
would/'d/would not/wouldn’t 27049 3932 1202.63 | <0.0001
must/must not/mustn’'t 11737 2067 249.19| <0.0001

RF= raw frequency; LL=log likelihood valueso LL @ — O fitild. By 5 o 511 23,
ARSI L) b A - #HEBATHICBWTRWZ L 2T,



A M-,  Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English {23513 %
tentativeness % £ 3 B BE DGl Ic oW T

Table 5 COCA_Academic BhBhi A - #h&FH42vs HRFHF

NI - H&RE | HARE

RF RF LL p-value
can/cannot/can’t 140292 57604 | -2510.14| <0.0001
could/could not/couldn’t 62921 19572 9.45( <0.01
may/may not/mayn’t 95531 33298 -191.61 [ <0.0001
might/might not/mightn’t 34924 8762 423.05| <0.0001
shall/shall not/shan’'t 4647 415 880.17 | <0.0001
should/should not/shouldn’t 60841 17437 158.19| <0.0001
will/’11/will not/won’t 100352 36865 -526.14| <0.0001
would/'d/would not/wouldn’t 116938 28092 1925.88 | < 0.0001
must/must not/mustn’t 44520 12036 267.24| <0.0001

RF= raw frequency; LL=log likelihood valueso LL ® — Ofiiid. BhBa OBEEDS, HA
I S AL - HERASTFICB TR L 2K,

722l IhoiiEd < £ THRBESKRORIED SN TH ). BiE)
il could, may, might ® 3 — 8 A P& S HIZH5H L. A OBy By o H k% iR
KT HLEDPDEH. 2D, BBED, 2005 4 TOFERE DL V) VY%
&% &g, Bl 21X, Biber et al. (1999: 485) Tld. ‘intrinsic’ meaning & ‘extrinsic’
meaning % 28 ¥ T\ %, £ 3 5 O OLDAE O tentativeness i&. 1% # @ ‘extrinsic’
meaning (2 4R35 o BNC & COCA @ could, may, might DABFIDERD, 2200
YA TIHETHILICL T, XVHMELRRENT I LB TELIZTTH S,
COZEIHLTE, DT LwnEl),

5 ARTIE. 9. OLDAE O F 558 % Wiz £ L T, OLDAE (p. AWT3)IC
3. THTIv 2 I4 T4 278 5 ‘tentative language” 5562 L D
FEUAFBRON TV, WSS BT 2 HERRIZERShTu iz & h
Oy THTFIV T I4 T4 ¥ 7IZ4%7% tentativeness # RI 72 ODFiERIL L L
C. OLDAE (p. AWT3) DR 2D & BhE)5l could. may. might \ZHERZALY |
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AN - ARG & HRBIESBTI NS OBE)E O HHENG B R L S
L BRNRTz, SHROFEE LTI, BIBHF LSO ‘tentative language’ 12 % F A
MR Z LT TW & 72w,
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