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In performing this pleasant task —for it has been really a task fit for hot
weather, and one of the most agreeable, of a literary kind, which he ever

undertook —the Author has not always thought it necessary to write

downward, in order to meet the comprehension of children. He has

generally suffered the theme to soar, whenever such was its tendency, and



when he himself was buoyant enough to follow without an effort. (4;

underlines mine)
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He [Eustace Bright] was a student at Williams College, and had reached, I
think, at this period, the venerable age of eighteen years; so that he felt quite
like a grandfather towards Periwinkle, Dandelion, Huckleberry, Squash
Blossom, Milkweed, and the rest, who were only half or a third as venerable

as he. (7; underlines mine)
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“Hear him, Periwinkle, trying to talk like a grown man!” said Primrose.
“And he seems to forget that I am now thirteen years old, and may sit up

almost as late as I please....” (87)
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“Ah,” said the child, “you are making fun of me, Cousin Eustace! I know
there is not trouble enough in the world to fill such a great box as that. As
for the snow-storm, it is no trouble at all, but a pleasure; so it could not
have been in the box.”

“Hear the child!” cried Primrose, with an air of superiority. “How little he
knows about the troubles of this world! Poor fellow! He will be wiser

when he has seen as much of life as I have.”(82-3)
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Perhaps, the tale is even a reminder of how evil endures, the subject that
Hawthorne had just explored in The House of the Seven Gables (1851), his
novel about the repercussions of individual crimes of greed upon

subsequent generations. (Brown 82)
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Children possess an unestimated sensibility to whatever is deep or high, in
imagination or feeling, so long as it is simple, likewise. It is only the

artificial and the complex that bewilders them.(4)
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