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Asg a writer of comedy Mr. O’Neill has a capacity for tenderness that
most of us never suspected. “Ah, Wilderness!” with which the Guild
opened its sixteenth season last evening, may not be his ﬁost tremen-
dous play, but it is certainly his most attractive.?

Inspite of its dreadful title, “Ah, Wilderness!” is a true and congenial
comedy. [f Mr. O’Neill can write with as much clarity as this, it is hard

to understand why he has held up the grim mask so long. 9
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Richard
Do you know what I think? It’s Aunt Lily’s fault, Uncle Sid’s going to
ruin. It’s all because he loves her, and she keeps him dangling after her,
and eggs him on and ruins his life — like all women love to ruin men’s

lives!



Ah Wilderness! (Act Two)
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Mrs, Miller
Richard, I'm ashamed of you, that’s what I am.
Richard
Aw, what the hell do I care? I'll show them!
Aﬁ, Wilderness! {(Act Two)
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Miller
You better be prepared for é bit of a blow. But never mind. There’s lots
of other fish in the sea.
Ah,Wilderness! (Act One)
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Mildred
Ah, don’t let him worry you, Ma. He just wants to show off he’s heart-
broken about that silly Muriel — and get everyone fussing over him

and wondering if he hasn’t drowned himself or something.

Ah,Wilderness! {(Act Three Scene Two)
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Richard
“Yesterday this Day’s Madness did prepare
Tomorrow’s Silence, Triumph, or Despair.
Drink! for —~

Ah,Wilderness! (Act Three Scene Two)
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Richard
I thought your love for me was dead. I thought you'd never loved me,
that you'd only been cruelly mocking me — to torture me!

Muriel



Dick! I'd never! You know I'd never!
Richard
I wanted to die. I sat and brooded about death. Finally I made up my
mind I'd kill myself.
Muriel _ .
Dick! You didn’t! .... If you ever had! I'd have died, too! Honest, I would!
Richard |
But suicide is the act of a coward. That’s what stopped me.

N Ah,Wilderness! (Act Four Scene Two)
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Light _
I must be honest with myself .... who am I to cast the first stone at
Reuben if he desires a woman? .... hasn’t my love for Amelia been one
long desire of thé senses? .... I should understand Reuben’s weakness
and forgive him ....

Dynamo (Act One Scene Three)
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Miller
Hmm. Them are mighty strong words. You'd better not repeat such sen-

timents outside the bosom of the family or they’ll have you in jail.

Ah,Wilderness! (Act One)
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Mrs. Miller
Well, no matter how, there they were on his shelf. Two by that awful

Oscar Wilde they put in jail for heaven knows what wickedness.

Ah,Wilderness! (Act One)
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Elsa
All that saved me from doing something stupid was the faith I had that
somewhere the man was waiting whom I could really love. I felt I owed
it to him and to my own gelf-respect not to deliberately disfigure myself
out of wounded pride and spite. |
Days Without End (Act Two)
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Lucj
Only my morbidness. I've been accused of so many rotten things I never
did that I suppose m hipped on the subject.
| Days Without End (Act Two)
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Loving
That is, he saw clearly that this situation was the climax of a long death
struggle between his wife and him, The woman with him counted only

as a means. He saw that underneath all his hypocritical pretenses he



really hated love. He wanted to deliver himself from its power and be

free again. He wanted to kill it!
Days Without End (Act Three Scene One)
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John
No! I bless! I love!
Loving
~ No!
John
Yes! I see now! At last I see! I have always loved! O Lord of Love, forgive
Thy poor blind fool!
Loving
No!
John
Thou art the Way — the Truth — the Resurrection and the Life, and he
that believeth in Thy Love, his love shall never die!
Loving
Thou hast conquered, Lord. Thou art —- the End. Forgive —- the

damned soul — of John Loving!

Days Without End (Act Four Scene Two)
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Mrs. Miller
Sid, vou’re a caution. You turn everything into a joke.

Ah,Wilderness! (Act One)
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Sid
“My life is bitter with thy love; thine eyes



Blind me, thy tresses burn me, thy sharp sighs-
Divide my flesh and spirit with soft sound —”

Ah, Wilderness! (Act One)
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Sid
Waterbury’s a nifty old town with the lid off, when you get to know the
ropes. | rang in a joke in one of my stories that tickled the folks there-
pink. Waterwagon — Waterbury — Waterloo! .... 1 thought-it was pretty
fair myself.
goes on a bit ruefully, as if oppressed bvy a secret Sorrow

Yes, you can see life in Waterbury, all right — that is, if you’re looking
for life in Waterbury!

Ah,Wilderness! (Act One)
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Sid embarrassedly
Lily, want to come with me to the fireworks display at the beach
tonight?
Lily flustered and grateful
I — I'd like to, Sid, thank you. Only not if you come home — you know.
Sid- again embarrassed and humiliated — again joking it off, solemnly
Evil-minded, I'm afraid, Nat. T hate to say it of your sister.
they all laugh. |
Arthur
Listen, Uncle Sid. Don’t let me catch you and Aunt Lily spooning on a

bench tonight — or it'll be my duty to call a cop!
Ah,Wilderness! (Act One)
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Sid

I'm a dirty, rotten drunk! — no good to myself or anybody else! — if I

— 45—



had any guts I'd kill myself, and good riddance! — but I haven’t! — I'm
yellow, too! — a yellow, drunken bum!
Lily |
. There! Don’t cry, Sid! T can’t bear it! Of course, I forgive you! Haven’t I
always forgiven you? I know you’re not to blame — So don’t, Sid!
Sid _
Thanks, Lily. I can’t tell you —
Ah,Wilderness! (Act Three Scene Two)
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Richard
Hell is the only word that can describe it. And on top. of that, to torture
me more, he gave me your letter. After I'd read that I didnt want to live
any more. Life seemed like a tragic farce.

Muriel |
'm so awful sorry, Dick — honest I am! But you might have known I'd

never write that unless —
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Richard |
I did, too! If there’d been one of Hedda Gabler’s pistols around, voud
have geen if I wouldn’t have done it beautifully!- I thought, when 'm
dead, she’ll be sorry she ruined my life!

Muriel |
If you ever had! I'd have died, too!"'Honest, I would!

Ah, Wilderness! (Act Four Scene Two)

Richard 7" Muriel DT E 5 AT [Z ML EE X TR 2O % o7 o
N7 A TR LS KEO LS AN LT E AL 2 HOHREN
FF A5 Muriel EELAD 2 8L oT (] #6 [#f1] ~EdboT
FLDOTH b,

I Miller KEIZDOWTTH S, . ADOBRIEEM S IH T Miller 2%
(] POHEBTLIENTES, COFEKA L LLAELSAFHICHEL TR
BICEBL T A XD ICHS 25 50D RANFEE AL TH 5,

Miller
Well, Spring isn’t everything, is it, Essie? There’s a lot to be said for
Autumn. That’s got beauty, too. And Winter — if you’re together.
Ah,Wilderness! (Act Four Scene Three)

ZDEEE BiZhappy ending & L THEBOK K E UTIRAZTRWODTH S ) D%
Z &, Season CycleZiLife Cycle!® & LCHbh., HHOE, TEOE, ¥
EDEDCycle LA EFERLTHLEDTIEEVD, %L TEL OLEAHM

BHBOW LR, S BISL U B BNOEMNEIL LTRALbOLE
ABDTERNIES D



IL-iii MEEEIC 31T 3 5O SRR

1%, Miller KA XA F D Richard 25, % L AUTH LWAKEZFHATHED
WHEARDTwvh, €2 Sidi Lily»&EH, Siddb TmaBEREEZ I 29,
Liy dBE2ZH-HIZH > T T, ZOFEZHV T2V, Lily 3 IZERD
B2 ADTHEDH AHET MK T 5. 2 2 TRichard 5—FBRIZA Y OF%
WS 5,

Richard
“A Book of Verses underneath the Bough,
A Jug of Wine, A Loaf of Bread — and Thou

Beside me singing in the Wilderness —”

Ah,Wilderness! (Act One)

ZDFHDOHIZH H Wilderness i, F XIZEBEOTEA—F 220N & BER
HERE L TORBFRPHEDOS A~V PLE3TWELDTH5H. FRITADTH
2k o THITH 5, |

[RREE D E T2 b DD B Idodalc, B TRIFORED T b o, IR %
 HHLDEIRER, DERMIBUALSLEBEERETARL THWVI O
PR, o BRI, BLEEVE £ TIEEES - MO EEO R
1% BB Z EW DD 75 TEI LI b e 48 LT 25124 - Tl
EALTRORIZS SV L2203 o LRVTARVH BDTREDPDIPEVI R
WERFWT WS, W, £ Lzbo LBWRETHLIZEVRWE Lo TV D
— FEEOE LI o LIEAE, bobBhor ok BRphitRs DS
IZEWRWE R TWnh, - EALMELWT O EDOTEFELRELTWwD, &
AR LELOEODRRETHY, LAGSEDL I L0 LODORFRDE]®
Sid, Lily, Miller R ADFEDFIZ, BEOZBTRE LA, HLADLE LR
724D TH o7z, Richard 3oL 5 CKEOEZEZHb LD Tidrk <,
BEBEOLRE D L7 0TH 5. BEMTBHNREIE & S8HRT &



—LEVWEREGVWZ b2 EILNE, FOM—SNI2500 [HE] &
W R oD TH 5B,

T bR X5 ISy Ab Wilderness! 00— BH R BAFIE. FMIBE, BB X
R A8 /b 0, BRI BV THMEE Hb L b0 LA 51T
WEEITHDLH, COERORREIINLDENIIBBSLVOTHL, E
BEBMETT L. HEHERTY & CMFEH—LEbOLER 0 TRAEL
7253 e

R

| Ah Wilderness! i O’'NeillfEfaOHpTH EE LV E %S&D’Cb\%ﬁfnnfﬁ)%o
O'Neill iX Dynamo (286 F 5 =TEICBIER & LT = ANV F—2EERA
EERBo

Dynamo @ Reuben 3. “‘the real God’ ZROTIILZA, TRICHET LS
ERxTE Loz, BEAH. HCHETEEMLTLE-20THL, e
SEE R SR S & B GER 7 ONeillix, B2 & MR 2% & O3l & v )
F— LY #7555 Days Without End %% LD THE [iF7, LT
Days Without End @ John Loving ICIZHC A2 HE —LTEE 5 270 204

MR BEDEMOBEDONTHAHZ L 2/RLTWwAHEE R 5, John Loving 24 %
Bz bhl-DiX. Ah,Wilderness! OO XL 25D TH B, T THD
T [REO=FE] OFERSPREONLDTH 5,

O'Neill i F BT ORMBE AR ONENIZ T 272, L LT IIEAR
James ONeill ZE L THIOH P LHBLTELZ AT I D L) REMZLD
DTIE vy 194 A 5 20 R MIU P THEHBIARZEE L Cwi2n Fow
K\ON&Mi&T%ﬁ@@%&#OtKEW&WOﬁﬁk%t@k@%%&w‘
) BB AL RO LA, ABONEHOBEIEE LT TELZOTH S,

Ah,Wilderness! &\ ) KEERI T A & AL OREE R OIS P 5
RERFHEMICHAFLEINZOTIE R, AEALOMERDFIZ, AN,
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