2HIZDOWT DO — LD
BB B
1. &

g2 ZHTL2LI22o0WT, RD (1la) D X H 12 “lBEH (the comparative
form) + than” # AV TMary 2 BX (Ef) THolwHI T L2 ERTHI LT
CEB. FF, ZOLS hthan ¥ H VAL TE (1b) O XS 0B E# (the
supeﬂative form) Z v % BRI % 52, (THRIZER. DITRE)

(1) a. Mary is older than her sister(s).

b. *Mary is oldest than her sister(s). ,

KiZthan Z W22 310, Mary 73 A (UL Eo) #igk T#F DR E
MTHEILZE OIS, RLEBZME LT (22) DEHIIEH T &P TE S,
(2b) DL I ICHBMEME ) LI TE RV,

(2) a. Mary is the oldest of the three sisters.

b. *Mary is the older of the three sisters. , )

Hoiiesk - B FRICOW T, 212 1) than % HW 7285 % @ H 12, Mary 252 Afl
BRTZORREMTHLILETIHFIE, —KIZ 3) LX) ITHLBHEZ AV,
) DEHEREMITHZVWE SRS,

{3) Mary is the older of the two sisters.

(4) ?Mary is the oldest of the two sisters.

LAPLERIZIE @) OX CRERPEDNE Z XA, £ T—HIC (3)
L@WEHTIRTZHANRET T THEARLDTHS I e v BRFE LD,

ERTE, D@ DL L 2200000 hE | (R EFIHNL 2 L@
BV TERT S, |




2. XEHFTOR
W DOPDHEFBEOCEESRLEEHAEZIZSH Y, COMEIRODVWTERERE
D EH o TVBPRHNTNWI I,

2.1 Burchfield (1996), s.v. superlatives

Z 2T,

(5) In geneéral it is a sound rule that confines the use of comparative
forms of an adjective to contexts in which two entities are being com-
pared, and reserves superlative forms for comparison of three entities
or more.

LR, 2B BB ENS & X ITHEROER Y, 3SEU LOSEIIR kT A
LOWRMEPEHATHALELTHA, LAL,

(6} seemingly illogical uses of the superlative occur from time to time in
impeccably standard sources _

& LT, Jespersen (1909-49) OB ZGH L Tnw5. (4 F ) v 7 AEE. LT RED

(7) a. to prove whose blood is reddest, his or mine — Shakespeare, 1596
b. whose God is strongest, thine or mine — Defoe, 1720
c. She was the youngest of the two daughters — J. Austen, 1816

ZLC, —ANITGDOHER 5) IZHE ) DAL AAH ) LFHATV S,

HZEDO R DT T (s.v. -r and -est, more and most), 7 Superlatives in com-

parisons of two TR OH & Z8157C,

(8) They were forced to give an answer which was not their real answer
bﬁt only the nearest to it of two alternatives.

Z @ (8) TldnearestdMEbTwaIFINEd, 2O LD E2EOE&iEnearer
EEHIREZL TS, EOHEHE

(9) the raison d’é‘tfe of the comparative is to compare two things, and it

should be allowed to do its job without encroachment by the superla-

tive.



EEV, HEROFEERBF 22005 L IHINPLIEEED.
7272, idiomatic 22 #4038 % & L T Jespersen (1909-49; II.7.772) PHRD
FlzgET s,
(10) a. Put your best foot foremost.
b. May the best man win.
c. Mother knows best.
¥ 72, Milton @ R® 18 T3 FE LD strongest % stronger (2 2 72w b 137D B
bRVESH LS. | |

{11) Whose God is strongest, thine or mine?

2.2 Quirk, et al. (1972; 5.68)
2 ECH, RO (12) DX 3 2 EOWBIC (B A, 3% Bl EABIRL TV
BECHREERE RS LTS, Lo L, 25 0RO RBICR &L fibhs 2 b
RBOTHE. 12720, 2D XS L EHIZTOWTIE <loose> ¥ 721t <informal>
EEZEZBANPEZ LTS,
(12) The comparative is used for a comparison between two, whilé the
superlative is required where more than two are involved. The
superlative is gsometimes used for a comparison between two, ‘He is
the youngest (of the two brothers)’, but this use is considered loose and
informal by many. |
¥ 7>, 5.69 Basis of coniparison DEZAT, ROFIZZFIFT2EEIZFULEZX
MLTw5,
" (13) a. John is the more stupid of the (two) boys

b. Of the (twao) boys, John behaves the more politely

(14) a. John is the most stupid of the (three) boys
b. Of the (three) boys, lJohn behaves the most politely

;19_



2.3 Quirk, et al. (1985; 7.84)

Do, BR T B L B [HE] OBEEE X D ARTWT, Bk R E
L2 >DEEDOEDILE “comparison between two sets” 59 & LT, KD
(16a) id [Jane L WHIREHERF120EE] & [Jane O F2Hb L9 4
BOMREF2zHE2ET] L) 200K GOHOEEICHERFELN T
5. FLT, (15b) T, Janeld T DX FO TN — 7D EENTNT, Jane &
BOLRTERPBRERTHL1O20EE%2%Z 2 (23, £E5II12TH5),
FORGNTOMNEZE (KT LER) OB THE LT3,

(15) a. Jane is cleverer than all the other girls in the class.

b. Jane is the cleverest of all the students in the class. _

ZLTC, 22 THE, (16) DL Ik EHEV2FEOH OB b, Z &
O TWA, HEIXQuirk, et al. (1972) TlE “sometimes” TH o724, T T
I “often” Lo T A E EICHHE. 22751, SOMEI [ERREVHEETIEIMIT
O, REGRDIEZ I IR G] L T5.

(16) The superlative is often used for a comparison between two persons,
items, etc [3], though this is avoided in careful usage where the com-
parative [3a] is preferred:

He is the youngest (of the two brothers). {3]
He is the younger (of the two brothers). [3al

2.4 Huddleston-Pullum (2002)

Z 2T, 6.2 Comparative grade in set comparison C, The central case: the
better of the two & i\, |

(17) Comparative forms are found in set comparison 1vx%hen the set contains
| just two membérs
Y LT, Quirk, et al. (1985) XL LI i, BREDER /Lo Twah. ZLT,
gk & i B OB E EIT 5. ((18) - (20) O THEURIE L)

.(18) i a. Pat is the more reliable of the two.

-20—



ii a. Which of the two is the better value?
(19) i b. Pat is the most reliable of the three.
ii b. Which of the three is the best value? _
TOREGDOWMUERP2DOGEE I HBW®R, 3 LOREIIm LB TS 655, BH
B2OEE T <informal> L W RIBRIIF T 2230 dmERPFRIT LD S
RO TWEL, DF Y, (18) M aTthe most reliable, b Tthe best A 0] 58 & 7
5. 72, (200 THZOEADBRELOWMIZL - T2EOHETH B LN
BT VI Edhb LT b, |

(20) Comparative more and better cannot substitute for superlative most

and best in [b]: a superlative is required if the set contains three or
" more. In [a], however, the superlative is found as an alternant to the
comparative, though it is generally restricted to informal sfyle. The
superlative is used more readily in those cases where the dual nature
of the set is less immediately or explicitly indicated than it is in [ia/iia]
themselves — as in the following example from a linguistics text-
book: ¥ |
[8] For lexical units with identical grammatical properties, two alter-
native criteria for for membership of the same lexeme will be pro-

posed. The first is the most important.?

2.5 Collins COBUILD (1992), s.v. Comparative and superlative adjectives

T, 2RHMOLBICHEB TR R (R IHEEY [L<] HIZEEZRDT

W5, 72721, Rt Y, <formal> TIZEEITZIT A0S,

(21) In conversation, i)eople often use a superlative rather than a compara-
tive when they are comparing just two things. For example, someone
might say ‘The train is quickest’ rather than ‘The train is quicker’
when comparing a train service with a bus service. However, you

should not use a superlative like this in formal writing.



2.6 Jespersen (1933; 22.73) _ '
ST, kEA2ETHNITHEREZH Y, 3EU ETH TR ERE V2L
L DT T RO EOMBE R N ERE LS.

(22) When there is no direct comparison (with ¢khan), some grammarians
—in accordance with Latin syntax — insist on the use of the compara-
tive if two, and the superlative if more than two are referred to

ZUT, RO LD BHkE o LWOWHFDH B,

| (23) the lower lip, the upper end, the lower classes, ,
2EBNCOVTE Y HAERLIMEHE ) OHPEFED R MM (“the natural ten-
dency in English”) T& % & 5\, ROBIZZT B,

(24) Put your best leg foremost. '

(25) Whose God is strongest, thine or mine? (Milton).

(26) We'll see who is strongest, you or I (Goldsmith).

2.7 Jespersen (1909-1949; I1, 7.7711f)
T, RDOEHIT,
(27) The comparative was originally used when two were compared, the
superlative when more than two were referred to. Thus in what is still
- considered the more dignified or literary usage:
BT D &b L 2H ORI, R BRI LD LIED LORBICH Y SR
Lk R72% & T, Jespersen (1933) LIFIZFE L L H I, KDL H 25,
(28) But apart from such set phrases as the lower lip, the upper end, the
| lowér (and upper) classes, the natural tendency in colloguial speech is
to use the superlative in speaking of two, and this is found 'Very fre-
quently in good authors
213 9, “the natural tendency” 72 & \» 9 %%, “in English” 2% “in colloquial
speech” & 72> T\ 5.
Z LT, “good authors” IZH I T 5NE2HOLETCOR FHEDOHF (29a-m) %



0T B A%, Shakespeare DA LEG L D £ v (“which [the superlative] in Sh

is more frequent than the comparative”) £ .

(29} a. whose blood is reddest, his or mine — Shakespeare, The Merchant

L

of Venice.

. whose God is sirongest, thine or mine — John Milton, Samson

Agonistes.
two priests ... the oldest man ... the younger priest — Daniel Defoe,

Robinson Crusoe.

. we’ll see which is strongest, you or I — Oliver Goldsmith, The Vicar

of Wakefield.
Malthus and Wilberforce — the last set free the Negroes — George
Gordon Byron, Don Juan.

the guest and the entertainer ... although the former had probably

fasted longest — Walter Scott, Ivanhoe.

She was the youngest of the two daughters — Jane Austen, Emma.

. I believe Marianne will be the most happy of the two — Jane

Austen, Sense and Sensibility.
being of two evils by very much the /least — Thomas De Quincey,

Confessions of an Opium-Eater, etc.

. which is the most valuable companion, the volume that keeps him

awake or the one that sets him a-slumbering? — Benjamin Disraeli,

Lothair.

. the carpenter ... the locksmith ... but this last [= the latter] was a

handy fellow — Robinson Louis Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,

and Other Fables.
the last of two also — Daniel Defoe, The Complete Gentleman.

m.the first half ... the last half — Henry Sweet, A New English

Grammar.®



$72, FML2EE TS OBk : B LEOW A4 (‘sometimes” Hib i
HIEFDHLENT.
(30) Sometimes the comparative and the superlative are used in speaking
of the same two persons or things:
DFiEZofThs.
(31) a. when leuitie and crueltie play for a kingdome, the gentler gamester
is the soonest winner — Shakespeare, Henry V.

b. the elder [brother], whose temper was by much the most commu-
nicative, and who was always the greater talker — Jane Austen,
Emma. |

c. a widow with two sons ... the younger son ... the eldest son .... the

younger son ... that elder son. — Caine.

2.8 Jespersen (1909-49; VII, 11.61ff) -
CITIE, BB ERIRIEIE LI EEE)DTHEIMEIRELOMELE
7.

(32) it is important to insist on the fact that in ordinary usage the superla-
tive does not indicate a higher degree than the comparative, but really
states the same degree, only looked at from a different point of view.?

ZLC, ENERD L HICHAT 5.

(33) If we compare the ages of four boys, A, B, C, and D, we may state the
same fact in two different ways:

A is older than the other boys, or

A is the oldest boy.
In both cases A is compared with B, C, and D; but the result is -in the
former case given with regard to these three (the other boys), in the

| latter with regard to ali the boys, including A.
I, R, BEHEoERSTHS. 2% Y, HEHTIE, DEAL VS



WREENL1OOHEE L, PEB, C, DLV IMREZENIONES L OO LE
f&é.&ﬁt%u4kw5®u%##b%fm%ﬁﬁﬁbhéwu,:@20@
BEDLBENLTHSL. T2, REBOEES, VFEA B, C, DO4LADESOH
TOWEBELEIhTWwS,

2.9 Evans-Evans (1957), s.v. compa—riéon of adjectiires and adverbs

CITR, 77 VER200b 0 FUHBTIRLERZH V202 B2 5%

BB LBEEZA L0, METORALI L 253057 v BOBEZ L L
T, RO L) BT R HBR5.

(34) In Latin-the comparative form is used in a comparison involving two
things and the superlative in a comparison involving more than two.
Some grammarians claim that this ought to be the rule in English too,
but the practice of our best writers does not bear them out. Lamb
wrote: of two dispdtants, the warmest is generally in the wrong. We all
say put your best foot forward and if you tangle with him you'll gei the
worst of it.

£72, RO LI, BT 2 U A HFE T, WBSEA B DN 5Dl than4b 5

LEDART, ENPIHUIBIBR R K R EBMAA— IR ENE LT ).

(35) In contemporary American English, only the comparative form can be
used with than, regardless of how many things are being spoken
about; and in any other construction, again regardless of the number
involved, the superlative is generally preferred.

% LT, KD & 91 “Hlcf +than” % “self-exclusive” & WU, B F 2 o 72

b D% “self-inclusive” LIER. CWHHEEDEZHTH 5.

(36) A comparisbn made with the comparative form and than is said to be
self-exclusive. That is, the thing compared is put in contrast to the
thing or thihgs it is compared with, as in fe is taller than the others.

A comparisdn made with the superlative, on the other hand, is usually



self-inclusive. That is, the of has almost the force of among and the
thing compared is seen as part of the group spoken about, as in he is

the tallest of the lot.

2.10 Merriam-Webster (1989), s.v. superlative of two

ZITHE, COBR - R EOCEHEBRMOBLAFEL N, 2B OB I
MEHCTHIELHELZVWELT, 2OZ LDV TEHIZEL R&EHE 208
FA. 12013 (37 @ L 9 72 communication DERENSHTH 5.

(37) it makes no difference from the standpoint of communication whether
vou use the comparative or the superlative of two. No one will misun-
derstand you if you say “She is the older of the two” or if you say “She
is the oldest of the two.” The rule serves no useful purpose at all.-

b 1IRIZEROFRETH 5.

(38) From the examples collected by Otto Jespersen and other historical
investigators, it is plain that many of our best writers have used
either the comparative or superlative of two, as suited their fancy at
the time.

PRbNBRTELII, R ERE2FORKRICHWS Z LITEBIIITED

NTWaEEI)THL UTILZOHFIBToNTHzET L.

(39) Here am I brought to a very pretty dilemma; I must commit murder or
commit matrimony! Which is best, now? — George Farquhar, The
Constant Coup.le, 1699

(40) However, I was condemned to be beheaded, or burnt, as the king
pleased; and he was graciously pleased, from the great remains of his
love, to choose the mildest sentence — Henry Fielding, A Journey from
This World to the Next, 1743

(41) We cannot agree as to which is the eldest of the two Miss Plumbtrees

- — Jane Austen, letter, 31 May 1811 '



{42) She and her sister had had pretty good situations as ladies’ maids ....
Many a time I have seen the eldest of them ....— Elizabeth Gaskell,
Cranford, 1853

(43) dinghy, dingey. The first is best — Fowler 19265

(44) Crane wrote two fine stories. The Open Boat and The Blue Hotel. The
last one is the best — Ernest Hemingway, Green Hills of Africa, 1935

(45) ... there was once a contest between Athena and the god Poseidon for
the possession of the Acropolis. Athena came off best — H. D. E. I(itto,
The Greeks, rev. ed., 1957 '

211 &5 IHOBIX
B L% 28I GBI E S5Icwv{22#TF L ). 2 2 T, The Bank of
English (Collins COBUILD) ¢ Corpus Concordance Sampler % FIH L THI
ERELTHLI L LY SEIZ200RIKRE & EROHRE O THRIED /S
— E AR, “oldest + 20f + the + two” B % Wi “most + beautiful + 2o0f +
the + two” O2MEHL LT, 7 ¥ ¥ — 74 YT EAENLEEH - BiEz Al
THRET L. §RTEZBRLDIITIERL, BAO—ERCL & o728, ko
(46) - (50) DBBIFF LNz
{46) at the main entrance to the biggest of the two camps. They’ll be?
{47) little progress is reportéd. The largest of the two unions is threatening
{48y HOW THEY BEGAN [/h] Rangers are the oldest of the two clubs, hav-
ing bheen
(49} yield. Current Yield This is the simplest of the two measures and has
the _ |
{50) But Souness said: ‘McMahon has the best chance out of the two of
them [p]
Kimpton (1995) (&3 —RFEEH D HOP OBHE L DI A, T TRRD
(B -G ICRONE L H L2200 DDOHEICR EHMASAVLN TS,



(51) If someone offers you one sixth of a cake or three sixths of it, you can
tell which is the largest piece without looking at them.

(52) However, if your choice is between five eighths and nine fifteenths,
you won’t know which is biggest unless you can actually see the

pieces.
3. fHam

HEBIZOWTEZ L L&, UERTERILHIIZEEOEZHERY AL L L
W EDTHD, B + than” DYHFILE, 2ODOREEZHELT, €DH20D

LAEMOUEEZ LTV, 200bDR LR EVIOEZEI VI BRIZENT
Thb. LT, BE3E UL ORBRTE. bz VS &S NBLEITE, IR
BTRTIDDEADOHFICA-TVE, 22T, WRONFOE (2F Y, 2200
SPLLZDA L v T L) &, RiZMRA % {, JespersenDF 9 & 9 I “point of
view” 3B o TWaEbiFTH 5.

Lo (16) THHENIBIXE S v A2 W72 T (53) & LT FITRY P,

(63) a. He is the youngest of the two brothers.

b. He is the younger of the two brothers.

Nl l(53a) D & 9 %EKH X, Shakespeare 2> HIVRICE B L  DIERDH T W
Vb THHEELY ] HETHLI 28905, EBCHuEATHIVSL,
0, BN REETHLELE LD, 72721, <formal> LIGHE TIEEET L RE
P RMBLHLHDT, Fde 51 <informals>, <colloquial> @ SCHE Tl
ENTEDL. T/, TOBEETHERZT 2 RKOEDIEH T V) Wb I 7 YRR
DT ETwB L) icBbhs.

Communication DBED L R TE, (53a) Th THEVIWI Li3Eh o3 T
Thh, BNl L3t Ebis.
BRBECHEOBENOR L L, HCERFOANME L ORASMEIC R 575
. ELOBEHEPE L, TLREASEZIIC WS )P HEYETEVIIIZ



BR B2, 2OBEIEEEMY, 3 (BLE) 0BG iR ERAZEXET 50 b Fik
NS, ZDOX I LRIGE 53a,b) DL HIHEH - BEHELLTHLMZHE LT
139 i)’sunple“( FLRBICHBICETAILEETELOTERVREEDR
5.

_ NOTES
1) 5IH3L (20) OFDPILERT [al, bl %ix, KR TIZ (18), (19) & LTEITHI3CD
hoEET. '
2) criteria D d & D22 DEFEY 5 for LD~
3) k& mdD “last” i/f 57 )y 2 A BRELDEBDRL.
4) DX Burchﬁeld (1996) ICZDF F5]HE N TV B, Jepersen DE 9 R’k b
B oW TR FELRL TV,
5) Z @OFliE Burchfield (1996) TIERXRD L H 2o T b,
dinghy, dingey. The first is best '—H W. Fowler, 1926.
6) T Corpus & MEH IO W T, KiE (2001) 2EBO = &
B, ROLEHICwildcard b2 5. TOTFEFIHTAH L,

An asterisk appended to a string of letters rindicates a wildeard match for all
characters at the end of a word. Be careful with this feature: in a large corpus
there are a surprising number of matching words for any given prefix string.
Using cut™* to get instances of “éut” “cuts” and “cutting” is probably a bad idea.
FEIHIC wildeard M 2 2V O T, SO LS R BAITHER S “the + *ost + of + the +
two” LWV IR TE RV,

7) RFRERIZT O L ITREE () &R0 LT LTSBb R, sentence B &2k o
TV 7z W,
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