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For a minute or so, Max stood irresolutely in the midst of the gib-
bering crowd of people. Unaccountably he felt at home here among
these black folk. Their jest, scraps of conversation and lusty
laughter all seemed like he'avenly MUSsic ... | But then, he suddenly
realized with just a tiny trace of remorse that the past was forever
gone. He must seek other pastures, other pursuits, other play-

mates, other loves. He was white now.?
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.. that a white skin was a sure indication of the possession of
superior intellectual and moral qualities; that all Negroes were
inferior to them; that God had intended for the United States to be
a white man's country and that with His help they could keep it so;
that their sons and brothers might inadvertently marry Negresses
or, worse, their sisters and daughters might marry Negroes, if
Black-No-More, Incorporated, was permitted to continue its dan-

gerous activities.*
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This defect weakens the important underlying thesis of the novel,
i.e., the absurdity of color prejudice. Whereas the author fails in
satire, he succeeds in comedy, although it may appear to be low
and broad. Subtly, however, in not Mr. Schuyler's avowed

purpose.?
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George Schuyler's writings provide, in fact, a classic study in



assimilationism. In one of hisr early columns he vehemently
attacks "the lie that Negroes wish to be white"; yet he based Black
No More on this very conception. His attacks on Negro national-
ism, whether of the Garvey or DuBois variety, run true to form.
So, too, does his growing alienation from the realities of race. In
his early days Schuyler was content to deny the existence of a dis-
tinctive Negro arts; today he does not shrink from denying the

existence of a Negro problem! !}
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In Liberia this modern servitude is strikingly ironic because
this black republic was founded by freed Negro salves from the
United States a century ago as haven for all oppressed black peo-
ple. Its proud motto reads, "The Love of Liberty Brought Us Here,
" but the aborigines find little liberty under their Negro masters.13
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Slave Today is not a good novel. Schuyler really does nof pos-
sess the mind-set necessary to write a good work of fiction, partic-
ularly one that deals, as this volume does, with romanfic love.
Schuyler has a good journalist's mind, a satirist's mind, but his
mind is too analytical and logical to do justice to the tragic love
story he attempts in Slave Today. As a result, what should be
the soul-searching experiences of Zo and Pameta, his principal
characters, simply do not move us, for they and the other protago-
nists do not come fully alive. They are puppets the author manipu-

lates to describe the horrible condition in Liberia in 1931.%¢

FAT4AE, AAAT—OT v —FUAMLTOME, BHAKE LTOM
HEHEBELEPO D, [RWARHEEZOIZLERLORMORM], BHHIC
EPe—F VRO [FmEME] & [5%1] 2%, Slave Today DEFIZ7 T
LI EEEHLTYS, BT A %4 AL, "one of the nation's most conserva-

tive writers, black or white, and one of the most unrelenting enemies of the



so-called Communist conspiracy"!® & HEF LT\ %, FOFOFEREIIMRIZH
BDIZAHD Do

AHA TG —DOLERLEL L TOMEE, HEEBNEBRTHL, FETLHS
C.8. Varyy Y ilAMaEn, TOREK [Ary ey Vv -] ORMRIEDLE
5 TH b, Black No More D% A4 v, Slave Todeay WL a4 1272 B K1
M2 2 %o 725, Black No More i, NAACP % Urban League b, F 7%
Wb 5 A4 M OB TR £ o772, K=Y L LIS,
AHA T — DAL EROMIAABE & 2o T b, OO & TR,
B 5 TOMIZb T bR, HAOLOME Bhs AN, @it 25 %K

WEHNZ X DY 5. #5R, HOMPIFFELEDHHG IR E E5 2/ R\,
ORECHMEEX R3O Nancy Cunard @ Negro (1934) ®HFT®, Eugene
Gordon ® "an opportunist of the most odious sort" & DFEETH 5, I— N~
7Y i EFN, Howard, Boston KZETHFEA R, 1919455 Boston
Post D*aifEY, 842 THRF 2 =5 14—, The American Mercury (&L
FNTH Y, ANA4T— Ll LU, B CEMRICHb - Tw b, BOA
STOBNPOEE LT, BWHICANTEL 2T ERS BV THS S, —2
DFIEE S LT, 192640 Carl Van Vechten /Nl Nigger Heaven 8% 72 6 L 72,
BEAHORFFEIEBTONREI D, COMOFLVIRR, W EHE Carl Van
Vechien: The Man and his Role in the Harlem Renaissance (1983, H.3E4) 18
T L Tw 2 OTMIZE KA, TORMG, BECHTTOIY - X2 FUE
XFFS 5 J. W. Johnson & il & § AFTAR/N— LV AR E BT O 7 2 KA 2 & il
ETBIN =TI PN TREVRR SNz, Ny - R 72d, AT —&
DBED S, BAOLHIREEZ Tolze N L AN Y A, 19504102
714 7 —7% "The Van Vechten Revolution"'" %, F\W /-0, HBIZZOMBLER
FIROBEZPIHC LT 5o 7905, 192611 A4 H I, BhoRBET [=
A= NT ) IR T ML T o7, MR TIEAAAL T—DZOEEDH
B3mmHLTBWeA, T Frofiig, A4 7 —0FEo—H4iEHEL
TWhHDDLEEZ L), HMENIZEZ L0, HDOHOKLORELFHAL,



DMUMD &, opportunistiZ 6 X2 2B Lo 2008 d Litkn,

A KB A4 7 —iX, Slave Today DEHBEOHT, FEINAKHEELS, V—IIRKS

Nizvary A RERHLT, RACERZ2ADT, "And what's more impor-
tant,' mused the President, half aloud, 'he isn't burdened with scruples.' "8 &

EHE TV 5, Nigger Heavenind<n, WOBES, AH 1 5 —I1% " 'What's

more impotant,’ mused himself, half aloud, 'T must catch the mind of audience
with shafts and Darts.' "0 & FWFTH B, WTFIIZLTH, AHh A4 F—I,
N—L B VR Y AOTTE, LB TR L 2 RS TS B,

NOTES

Black Empire, Northeaster University Press, 1991, Boston p. ix.

2. H. L. Menken (1880-1956), 7 A ) DHEFTFRT, Wi+ XA K6, George

I

Jean Nathan & {2 M58 Smart Set & #48, 244|213 American Mercury % 81T L
720 Dreiser, S. Anderson, E. G. O'Neill 2 ## L, 1920 OEBIHELT S5 2
7o FEICTES AR, EAELIERE, BRMZERERT, —REEMmSED
2%, IREFOFMA, REINTW D, BT Alfred A. Knopftt % Carl Van
Vechten, Joseph Hergesheimer (1880-1954, /EiZR) & IITFH 2 BEMIER - 4t
HRTHo7.

Black No More, Negro Universities Press, New York, 1969, p.35.

Ibid., pp.74-75. |

Thid., p.213.

Tbid., p.245.

A'Lelia Walker (1885-1931) i, 72X ARMOBAEANEZDPIHT, f:Sarah
Breedlove Walker (Madame C. J.} O % #\72, Madame C. J.iZ, EADfin
EFEESKMITET, BEADOERE W, Alelia Walkerid, L AH ¥ ADH
TRBLEELVAWT, S4THAHT Y, 7=, BOBEH - BEENND,
Irvington-on-Hudoson {2 K X ZKEZ2 F - T\ /2. BIZ136HTHIZIZFORATL
FALA YD a ¥y, N—LLADEdgecombe Avenue (21X, 73— M 3D
D, N—Laat A, BELEIKRELRNN—T 1 —PHHzN, Z0R
ADOEE, K - FA, 32—V ¥y, E, 267E, RIEBERTSFHN
Dark Tower L FEN 720 EOFET 133 - X7 57 D Nigger Heaven 2 b e



10.
11.

12.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

N, Hughes X B % The Big Sea T, 75—7F 1 —OkT, #HAOBHICERL
Twdo FIEXIX, 74 —2BLTEMER, FA, HE, 32—V v U5F
TBA e NPT LEILLY, VAT AOMEMBE L L T

The Nation, Vol.122, No.31, June 16, 1926, pp. 662-3.

Ibid., p.663.

Margaret Perry, Silence to the Drums, Greenwood Press, Westport, Conn.,
1976, p.100.

Robert A. Bone, Negro Novel in America, Yale University Press, New Haven,
1970, p.91. ' |

Liberia, =®3&i, EMLibertyTh D, FHTIEI 4R T ERBEER TV D,
18224E 7 A ) A DGR Z BN E N BAG—EY, 724U AMEMIBROBR %
BCT77UHIIIERY, BELZ, 184741 Joseph J. Roberts % #MU A EIC R Y,
77 A CRAOKMEEBIL L EREAMEILEEE G C5nT, A
O# 2500 Ao EDADKIE%H, TAVAYXRYT AT, BUb - & - BELXL
L, TEREDEE, EhH 5,

Schuyler, Slave Today, McGrath Publishing Company, MaryLand, 1969,
p.b.

Arthur P, Davis, From the Dark Tower, Howard University Press,
Washington D. C. 1982, pp.106-7.

Ibid., p.104.

Hisao Kishimoto, Carl Van Vechten; The Man and his Role in the Harlem
Renaissance, Seibido, Tokyo, 1983, pp.59-923.

Schuyler, "The Van Vechten Revolution,” Phylon: Atlanta University Review of
Race and Culture (Fourth Quarter, 1950), p.366.

Slave Today, op.cit., p.290.

Italic is Mine. "Shafts and Darts" I&, The Messenger ZFD AN A T —F D 3T L
T, BOBRDBEE NS, TOLH LBMPFTFERTVS,



