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Current Status and Issues in Curriculum Development at
Elementary of special needs education school
(Education for the Physically Challenged)

— Focusing on Curriculum Types Organized by Subjects in Elementary
Schools and Jiritsukatsudo in Special needs education school —

Shinji NAMIKI, Hisayoshi SUGIMOTO

In order to obtain reference materials for curriculum management required by the Courses
of Study, we searched each school's website for the number of hours distributed for each
subject in the curricula organized by Subjects in Elementary Schools and Jiritsukatsudo
(Activities to Promote Independence) at special-needs schools (education for the physically
handicapped). As a result, curriculum data were obtained from 68 out of 293 schools.

The overall trend was that the average number of Jiritsukatsudo was about 3.0 to 3.5 per
week, with no significant differences among grades, and that the number of hours for
Jiritsukatsudo was often secured by reducing the number of hours for home, physical
education, and Period for Integrated Study.

The number of hours of Jiritsukatsudo in each school was found to be about 34%, the largest
number of schools with 2.6-5.3 hours, which includes the average value, while the number of
schools with 1 -2 hours per week was found to be 55%. In addition, it was found that each

school was making various efforts to organize their curricula in order to secure the number of

hours.
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