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Special Needs Education Viewed from the “Three
Directions of Observation”

. A Consideration of Field Approaches to Inclusive Education

Yasunori KATO, Toshihisa YAMAUCHI

We begin with the basic question, “Why can't we solve the problems in today’s educational
field?”. Then, to solve the question, we tried to come up with specific educational methods by
simulating “If Makiguchi were to approach it now, how would he approach it?”.

In this article, we focus on “inclusive education” from the perspective of special needs
education and summarize our thoughts on field approaches.

Mr. Makiguchi continued to consider pedagogical methods useful in actual educational
settings using inductive research. One of the fruits of his work is “The System of Value-
Creating Pedagogy”. He considered the purpose of education to be the happiness of children
and the fulfillment of values in the relationship between subject and object. This is a paradigm
shift in which value is not defined as “truth, goodness, and beauty,” but rather as “profit,
goodness, and beauty. This frees us from the confusion between truth and value.

We try to simulate the solution of some issues in inclusive education using Mr. Makiguchi's
educational method “Three Directions of Observation”. One of the issues is “confusion
between truth and value,” and to solve this issue, we consider that it is necessary to share the
concept of value in the subject-object relationship, that is, “joy of learning” for both self and

others.

Tsunezaburo Makiguchi, value-creating pedagogy, inclusive education,

three directions of observation, joy of learning






